Harry Wm. Groot

In 1998 I ended my engineering career of twenty two years in industry, private practice, military, and public service to found Next Generation Woods, Inc. This company is an outgrowth of my last eight years working on management and manufacturing processes—particularly in the wood products industry—as a VA Manufacturing Extension Specialist (like an Extension Agent for Industry.)  During that time I studied, and worked to apply in Southwestern Virginia, cooperative strategies which had proven particularly successful with European small businesses.  Having limited success implementing cooperative strategies in the traditional economic development arena, I undertook do it with a “green” business of my own.

My wife and partner, Gail, and I have practiced permaculture, sustainable agriculture, and relationship marketing on our 110 acre diversified family farm in Montgomery County, VA since 1983.  Products have included pasture-raised poultry, eggs, goat milk soaps and cheeses, purebred Dairy Goats, Draft Horses, forest products, and crafts.  While not certified, our practices are all organic.  Our passive solar timber frame house site is in the forest.  We’ve built all our buildings, helped others design and build their homes, and continue to advise, consult, and help with “green” buildings.

Our woodland has always been an integral part of our Permaculture design and we’ve endeavored to care for our 90 acres of woodland with a sense of stewardship .  As our knowledge and understanding of what sustainable forestry could accomplish increased, we decided to expand that vision to others with the creation of Next Generation Woods, dedicated to producing ecologically responsible wood products while enhancing our children’s forest.  Hopefully, we’ll soon shift that vision, and the production, to a forest landowner Cooperative.

In the agricultural realm I’ve served as:

· Board of Directors- Virginia State Dairy Goat Assn. (6 years)

· Board of Directors- Virginia Association of Biological Farmers (1 year)

· Board of Directors- New River Valley Fair (3 years)

· Show Chair- American Dairy Goat Association and Youth Goat shows at the NRV Fair (18 years)

· Participant farmer in USDA Hometown Creamery Revival Grant (3 years)
· Founding sponsor of Soren Ericssons’s Game of Logging  in VA working with the ATLAS Committee (Advancing Technology in Logging And Sawmilling)

Personal
Graduated Va Tech 1975 BS Mechanical Engineering, with graduate work in Industrial and Systems Engineering, Management Systems Option.  Registered Professional Engineer in Virginia and Ohio.  Certified Energy Manager title earned in 1996.

Married.  Wife and partner, Gail, is an Elementary Teacher in Pulaski County.  Daughter, Emily, is finishing Law School at the University of GA, having received a degree from Virginia Tech in 1996 in Environmental Engineering; and Daughter, Sarah, graduated with a degree in Biology in 1998.  currently working as a Veterinary Technician in Houston, she hopes to begin Vet School this year.

