[image: image1.jpg]50ut.L|em
r‘orcsts

thwork




Southern Forests Network 

Group Certification Program
Certified Forest Management Plan- Simple Template

This template provides an overview of the topics and information that should be considered for inclusion in a management plan for a property that is pursuing FSC certification through the SFN Group Certification Program.  The level of detail suggested by this template is appropriate for properties that qualify for certification as Family Forestlands.  Additional information may be needed if the property has unique environmental, social or economic considerations. Some topics may not be applicable to all properties and some information may not be readily available in all regions.  The resource manager may use his or her discretion when developing the management plan and determining what information should be included.
SFN also provides a Detailed Forest Management Plan Template available on request to members.
Prepared for: 

Landowner Name & Contact Information

Property Location Description

___ Total Parcel Acres 

___ Total Certified Acres 

Plan Duration: ___ Years (20xx) 

Prepared by: 

Plan Writer Name & Contact Information

Plan prepared: Month, Day, Year 

Field work done: Month(s), Day(s), Year(s) 

LANDOWNER MANAGEMENT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 
These goals should be clearly defined and include short-term (5-15 year) and long-term (50-100 year) objectives (also referred to as Desired Future Conditions). The goals should be compatible with and demonstrate a commitment to meeting and maintaining the FSC Regional Forest Stewardship Standards. 

GENERAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: 
This section provides a description of the general history and current condition of the property in terms of cover types, habitat and ecological types, and any special areas of concern or interest. It also provides a description of the resources to be managed on the site, including: 

• Timber and other vegetation 

• Fish and wildlife 

• Soils 

• Water resources 

• Special management zones and High Conservation Value Forests or Habitats 

• Non-timber forest products 

• Exotic/Invasive species 

• Access issues and existing or necessary transportation considerations 

LANDSCAPE LEVEL INFORMATION: 
This section of the management plan involves utilizing an Ecological Classification System or other source of information to describe the regional and landscape context of the property and management. Information should address landscape conditions such as: 

• Landform 

• Geology 

• Soils 

• Climate 

• Hydrology 

• Present Vegetation and Land Use 

• Natural Disturbance & Local Conservation Concerns 

• Legal & Regulatory Issues 

INTERACTION WITH NEARBY PROPERTIES: 
This section of the management plan involves a description of: 

• Adjacent land uses and conditions 

• Ownership and land use history 

• Other ecological and socio-economic factors interacting with the forest management opportunities 

IDENTIFICATION AND PROTECTION OF CULTURAL, HISTORICAL & ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES AND RARE, THREATENNED AND ENDANGERED (RTE) SPECIES 
This section of the management plan provides a description of the presence, or potential for, cultural and historical resources or RTE species or communities on the site. This description should reference state agency data or other credible sources, and conditions observed on the property. If resources are identified, management guidance specific to the protection or management of the identified resource should be provided.
For instance: To account for the presence or potential for RTE species, contact your state wildlife agency for the list of RTE species known or expected to occur in your area. Conduct a walk-through of your property during the growing season to identify any RTE species, and report the results in your plan. If any RTE species are found, you should make note of their location (preferably on a map) and explain how you will protect them and their habitat, especially during forest management activities.
STAND LEVEL INFORMATION 
For each individual stand on the property, the following information must be provided: 

1. Stand number or other identifier

2. Habitat Type, Natural Community, or other type of ecosystem based classification for the Stand 

3. Size of the stand (Acres) 

4. General description of current stand conditions and inventory information 

5. Stand level management objective 

6. Desired future condition of the stand in a 50 to 100 year time frame 

7. Management recommendation and silvicultural system to be used 

8. Treatment design details with rationale for harvest rates 

9. Rotation age description and explanation 

10. Activity schedules and plans for Monitoring growth and yield and other information 

11. Inventory Data

The Treatment Design Details include specific volume or basal area targets and species composition goals for the residual stand and address criteria such as regeneration strategies, structural and species diversity, ecological processes, landscape context and the protection of RTE species and ecosystems.
The inventory data reports the current condition and stocking of the overstory tree species, the species and relative abundance of understory plants and shrubs, any exotic species concerns, and the species and relative abundance of existing tree regeneration. 
MONITORING AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS 
This section includes a description of procedures to monitor implementation of the management plan and changing conditions in the forest. At a minimum, a monitoring plan should include:
· A means to keep records of all management activities in the forest

· An accounting of whether activities prescribed in the forest management plan were carried out, whether they produced the desired results, and other impacts of activities
· Monitoring of existing and new occurrences of forest pests (insects, disease, invasive plants) and how they are affected by management
· Monitoring of existing and new occurrences of RTE species (if they occur) and how they are affected by management
EXHIBITS: 
At a minimum, the plan must include a map identifying the property boundaries, stand boundaries and any unique or critical features or conditions. Other maps such as soils maps, historic vegetation and topography may also be helpful.  A copy of the deed should also be made available to SFN to verify legal landownership and decision-making authority.

