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Southern Forests Network 
Group Certification Program
Membership Agreement
The Southern Forests Network Group Certification Program provides private landowners who are committed to maintaining the long-term ecological, economic and social benefits of their forest with access to independent evaluation and certification of their forestry management and allows them to use the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) label for marketing and advertising. 

This contract serves as a constitution for the GCP and establishes the responsibilities of SFN and participating members.
This contract relates to the following:
	Name of property, facility, or business:
	

	Owner:
	

	Location:
	

	Size (acres, square feet):
	


SFN hereby agrees: 
1. To maintain copies of forest management plans, field review records, harvest plans, and other relevant documents for each property in the certified pool, and to maintain a listing of the participating parcels. 

2. To review and approve the management plans, timber harvesting plans, associated documents, and practices for all parcels within the certified pool. Review and approval responsibilities can only be delegated to another party through the development of an explicit contract for services with the SFN. 

3. To ensure consistent ecologically-based forest management on enrolled lands by: 

· Providing templates for management planning compatible with certification 

· Providing information and resources regarding recommended management practices 

4. To assure a system of inventory, which provides the data necessary to track management, evaluate resource conditions, facilitate future planning, and support marketing efforts. 

5. To establish a monitoring system that assists with improving management guidelines and demonstrates the long-term effect of the management treatments. 

6. To notify in writing any participating landowners when their management is in non-compliance with certification and assist them in reestablishing compliance when feasible. 

7. To provide or make available to all participating landowners copies of all operating manuals and procedural documents related to the Group Certification Program. 

The landowner participating in the SFN Group Certification Program agrees: 
1. To have read and understood all the requirements of GCP membership, and to comply with these requirements.

2. To participate in Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification and establish a long-term commitment to the FSC Principles and Criteria by maintaining an FSC certified and approved forest management plan. 

3. To notify SFN when: 

· Management plans are being developed or changed. Any proposed changes must be reviewed for certification compliance and approved by the SFN. 

· Long-term objectives or activities are no longer compatible with the SFN Group Certification Program
· They are no longer interested in participating in the certified pool 

4. To grant SFN, GCP representatives, and certifying agencies access to the forestland in the certified pool to review compliance with the certification standards. 

5. To pay the annual GCP membership fee 
6. To pay for any contracted services related to forest management activities, such as provided by foresters, loggers, tree planters or others. 

7. To contract with service providers that understand and are willing and able to maintain the FSC standards and meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the Operations Manual. 

8. To verify that the land in the certified pool is clear and legally secure, that all legal owners of the certified property are party to this agreement, that boundaries are properly identified on the ground and that timber harvesting or other operations are legally permitted. 

9. To understand and abide by all current Group Certification Program policies and operational guidelines as defined in the Operations Manual. 

10. To understand and comply with all corrective actions, suspension or termination procedures relevant to meeting the certification standards and as outlined in the Operations Manual. 

11. To make available a summary of my management plan and monitoring results to any interested party who requests them.

It is mutually agreed by SFN and the landowner that: 
Failure by SFN or the landowner to abide by the provisions of this memorandum of agreement shall, upon written notification by either party, be grounds for termination of the agreement. 
	Landowner Name
	

	Position
	

	Date 
	

	Signature
	


	Signed by (Name)
	

	Position
	Southern Forests Network Group Certification Program

	Date 
	

	Signature
	


Mail to:

Southern Forests Network- GCP

PO Box 941

Asheville, NC 28802

